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COMPARATIVE ESSAY

Comparative Literature has been receiving much attention of late. For essay #2, you are to wear your scholar’s hat and set off to describe what two pieces have in common, as well as their differences. 

Remember what you learned in Essay #1, that critical essays should primarily state your ideas, in your own words. In essay #2, you will also need to excerpt lines from the 2 pieces you selected, to back up the points you are making in your essay. That means you will be citing. Your mission is one of examination and discussion. And this can lead to many discoveries.

Whenever you excerpt more than 3 words in a row, you must use in-text citations!  Otherwise it is known as plagiarizing. This excludes titles. Titles do not need citations. Titles of singular pieces (a poem, story, essay) are surrounded by quotes. Titles of books and anthologies do not have quotes. They are italicized. 

For those who want to add secondary sources (articles that also analyze these pieces), the same applies. You will first state your idea. You will use excerpts from these scholarly articles to emphasize your thoughts.

How to begin. Develop a strong opening paragraph. Avoid telling what you are about to do, and just dive right in. Read the Thesis Statements below. Note the unacceptable and acceptable. See how much more confidant the second statement is, than the first: 

Unacceptable — I am going to compare the similarities and differences between the films “Close Encounters of the Third Kind”and “E.T., the Extraterrestrial.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acceptable — “A close examination of the way Roy Neary, the protagonist of “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” and Elliott, the protagonist of “E.T., the Extraterrestrial” react to their encounters with aliens, demonstrates that director Steven Spielberg uses both films to tell similar stories about the difficulties of growing up.” 

Notice that in the unacceptable opening, the writer announced what he/she was going to do. You never want to do that. A strong opening is authoritative. ALSO, write as if your readers know nothing. That means you must clearly state the title and author of each piece in your opening paragraph. If you say something like: “There are a lot of similarities between the 2 pieces I chose” – how can a reader understand what your paper is about? Naming the author gives us added insight, as not all readers would know the piece but they may resonate with the author. 
FORMATTING YOUR ESSAY


Formatting: 

Length: approximately 2-3 pages. A Works Cited page is at the end. Use double-spacing, 12-point type, traditional font, black ink. 

Sample format:


Header in upper right corner: last name, page #. 
Remember your first page does not have page #. 

Top of the document page:
Your first and last name
Intro to Literature
Instructor Therése Halscheid
Date


Title
(center, most important words are capitalized, no quotes in a title, do not underline)


Body of essay. (2 choices: you may use block paragraphs, where each paragraph begins at the margin. In that case, you skip a space after each paragraph. Or you may indent the first line of each new paragraph without skipping a space). 

Remember to format citations correctly. Refer to the information provided to you in this course. 

You will need a WORKS CITED page as the last page of your essay. This should be very easy, as you already developed a Works Cited page in essay #1. Refer to the Works Cited videos in the Course Content folder 7/25.


